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Welcome...
to the historic Old Lutheran Cemetery, fondly referred to as the
Moffatt Road Cemetery, Mahwah’s oldest cemetery of European settlers,
and the second oldest Lutheran cemetery in Bergen County.
On April 8, 1713, a group of emigrants from the Palatine district of Germany came
to this area to settle. They sought religious freedom, an escape from economic
distress and from the frequent wars of their homeland, the area west of the Rhine
River. One of their first group acts was to establish a Lutheran congregation, later
called the Ramapo Evangelical Lutheran Church. The original log church and a
larger replacement stood about 1⁄4 of a mile southeast of this site at 211 Island
Road, where the Mahwah Business Center is now. It is possible that this hill was first
used as the congregation's graveyard as early as 1720, although there are no records
to prove it. The first dated stone comes from 1745 and the last stone date is 1868.
Perhaps the cemetery was not established next to the church building because
this little hill was less suited to agriculture than other surrounding land. After the
group's pastor left for another post in 1775, the Lutherans joined with the Dutch
Reformed congregation in building the present Ramapo Reformed Church building, one-quarter mile north of here, in the 1790’s. The two congregations shared
the building on alternate weeks until 1848, when the Lutherans sold their interest
in the building to the Reformed congregation. The Lutheran congregation was
reorganized on Airmont Avenue, just over the New York State boundary, during
the 1850's. Its members began to use the cemetery there, and this one fell into
disuse.

l
This brochure...
...will lead you to some of the more significant grave sites and natural features in the
cemetery. We hope that the tour will help you
to understand and appreciate a significant
part of the early history of the coming of
European-Americans to Mahwah.

l
The numbers...
...refer to stops on the tour. We have chosen
not to install actual numbers along the route,
since this would alter the appearance of the
site, but the map and the drawings should
help you find your way.
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(At the top of the stairs)

1. Shadbush
The handsome tree with the many trunks to the right of the stair is a shadbush or
serviceberry shrub. It bears lovely white blossoms in the spring, supposedly at
the same time that the shad fish migration takes place in the Hudson River. The
alternate name, service berry, traditionally was given because many mountain
areas of the east were entirely cut off from travel during the winter. When the
roads were finally opened, at about the time when the bush was in bloom, services would be held by itinerant pastors to baptize new babies born in the winter,
and solemnize marriages and funerals which could not take place earlier because
the pastor was not there.

(Walk about fourteen paces directly ahead from the top of the stairs.)

2. Vernacular stones without inscriptions
You are standing in the midst of a series of small stone markers. They have no
inscriptions since granite is too hard to be carved with hand tools by untrained
individuals. Unmarked or locally carved stones are called vernacular stones. They
were not carved by professional stone carvers, although some person in the community might have specialized in lettering stones and attempted, as much as possible, to copy the professionals. It was the custom to have two stones for each
grave, one at the head of the grave and the other at the foot. For an adult grave
these were set approximately six feet apart. For a child
the distance from the headstone to the footstone was
about three feet. As you can see, most of these burials
were of children. There is no way to determine who
was buried here since the stones are not identified
either physically, on the stones, or in the surviving
church records, which do not include a list of deaths.

(Continue a few feet further in the same direction.)

3. Bevans family graves
Death came very young to many in the early days. Here you find three white marble stones. The largest is that of Lucinda Bevans, the wife of William Bevans. She
was born in 1822 and died in 1845 at age 23. Her son John is buried to the right;
he was only five months old when he died. Franklin Bevans is buried to John’s
right, but notice he was the son of William Bevans, but not of Lucinda. His mother
was Hannah, probably William’s second wife. The children's stones are decorated with roses. There is only one other stone here with any sort of picture on it. It
also marks the burial place of two children, and has the same roses on it. (See 11)
Probably the same professional carver did both sets of stones. They are set in
smooth sandstone bases.
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(Continue in the same direction another six paces.)

4. Wanamaker stones
Not everyone died young, as you will see a number of times as we go around the
yard. The larger marble stones mark the burials of James (Jacobus) and Sarah
Ryer Wanamaker. He was born in 1752 and she a year later. They also died within
a year of each other in 1840 and 1841. He was 88 and she 87 when they died.
Wanamaker is the most frequently found name in
the yard. The leader of the original Palatine settlers was Johann Dietrick Wanemaker, only 31
years old when the group arrived. He had 200
acres in the area near the New York State border
just west of where the railroad is today. He and a
number of his relatives and descendants farmed
and, at various times, operated a store and a
blacksmith shop there and on the other side of
the state border. The Wanamaker tract eventually
covered an area nearly a mile square. James
Wanamaker belonged to the third generation of the
three branches of Mahwah Wanamakers. This branch
was known as the “Big Wanamakers” because they
were tall in stature. His stone is leaning backward
because of the growth of the tree. The stone cannot be
straightened without removing the tree, which obviously grew up after the burial. Please be careful not to
sit on or handle the stones in any way. They may look
strong, but they are quite fragile. A stone that is broken
is difficult to repair and may be easily lost.

(Go a few feet west of the Wanamaker stones.)

5. Abraham Frederick
This rather gracefully carved stone was still probably done locally. The carver has made elaborate initial letters and has spaced his work well. Notice that
the carver has tried to shape the corners at the top
to look like more expensive, professionally carved
stones. Abraham Frederick was born in 1762, the
year that the French King
Louis XV turned over to
Spain Louisiana, and all
of the land west of the
Mississippi. He was 48
when he died in 1810, the
year in which Chile,
Colombia, Venezuela and
Mexico revolted against Spanish rule in Latin
America.

(Go about fifteen feet to the right of the Frederick stone.)
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6. Cistern
We do not know when this cistern for collecting rainwater was built. It was probably used
to supply a nearby house. The original piping
has disappeared. During the restoration work
on the cemetery a large number of gravestone
fragments were found in the dirt at the bottom
of the cistern.

(Go about twelve feet to the right and west of the cistern.)

7. Experimental preservation treatment
When restoration of the grave stones here was undertaken by the Mahwah
Historic Preservation Commission in the 1980’s, they engaged one of America’s
most skilled restoration firms, Stone Faces, of Charleston, South Carolina.
Lynette Strangstad and B.J. Berry of Stone Faces spent part of the summers of
1988 and 1989 in repairing and replacing damaged and displaced gravestones.
When they began their work, these two stones were in very fragile condition.
They had fallen and broken and were too weak to repair. The wooden and plastic
framework was used along with a special stone hardening compound to permit
the stones to stand upright again. The hardening agent has been in use for a
number of years in Europe in restoring historic buildings, but is not commonly
used on gravestones. It will be checked periodically to see how it is bearing up.
Once more we urge you not to handle or touch the stones. They really are fragile.
Buried here are John and Anna King Wanamaker, of the fourth generation of the
“Big Wanamakers.” At the bottom of one of the stones, below the ground line, is
the name of the professional carver, a Mr. Cash of Spring Valley, New York. Unlike
James and Sarah, who had no children, these Wanamakers had twelve. To the
right is the grave of Josiah, their “tenth and last son.” He was nine when he died
in 1839, the year Louis Daguerre perfected the first popular form of photography.

(A few feet to the left of these Wanamaker stones are
two red sandstone grave markers.)
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8. Messenger gravestones
These beautiful professionally carved stones are typical
of the more expensive stones done in the nineteenth
century. They mark the burial sites of Michael and Mary
Messenger. The Messengers were among the families
which arrived here in 1713. (See 20 for the grave of
another family member.) Michael was born in 1774 and
died, at age 78, in 1852. His wife Mary was born in
1776, the year of the Declaration of Independence during the American Revolution, and died at age 83 in
1859. This was also the year of John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry, one of the
immediate causes of the Civil War.
Perhaps the family was a bit better off in 1859 than they
had been seven years earlier. At any rate, they bought a
thicker, and thus a more expensive, tombstone for Mary
than they had for Michael. The Messinger family farms
were located just to the east of the graveyard. In the time
since this brochure was first drafted, Michael’s stone was
severely damaged, cracked in half and severed from its
base. In 2021, with funding made possible in part through
grant funds administered by the Bergen County Division
of Cultural and Historic Affairs, Department of Parks,
through a General Operating Support grant from the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the
Department of State, in addition to a donation from the Daughters of the
American Revolution, Upper Saddle River chapter, the Commission retained
renowned stone sculptor, carver and restorer Robert Carpenter to repair this and
other stones in the Cemetery. Carpenter earned his Engineering degree from
Syracuse University then studied at the German State Woodcarving School in
Oberammergau and later at the Master School for Stone Sculpture, Carving, and
Technique in Freiburg. He has completed projects for public and private institutions including St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the landmark Verizon Building near
Ground Zero which was damaged during 9/11, The Jewish Museum, and others
as well as countless historical restorations and original works. As you can see
from these before and after photos, his repairs are magnificent.
There are two Messenger homes still standing on Island Road, the Maysinger
Ramsey Wright House at 142 Island Road and the Peter Messenger House at 169
Island Road. The Messenger family is also remembered by a street (spelled
Maysenger) in the Cragmere Park section of Mahwah.

(Go back a few feet and walk up the hill to two rows of stones.
These stones face in the opposite direction from the Wanamaker
and Messenger stones.)

9. Repaired stones
In these two rows of stones there are two sandstone markers, one of marble and several vernacular stones. Two stones in particular demonstrate
repair techniques used by Stone Faces in their
restoration work. Look for the fourth stone to the
right of the two red sandstone markers in the front
row and the one directly behind it, in the second
7

row. Henry Frederick was not yet three years old
when he died in 1794. Three pieces from the top
of the stone had been broken off. The pieces
were found nearby. One of them was in the cistern. When an adhesive repair was used to mend
the stone, the dark band which the local carver
had used to decorate the top of the stone became
visible again. The stone behind reads, “Here lays
the body of H. Frederick born 29th December
1729 dyed 30 of January 1790.” The top part of
this stone was also broken off. It was located and restored. Missing areas have
been filled in with a composite stone mix. Sadly the repairs did not hold and the
top shard has once again broken off.

(Continue uphill, to the Moffatt Road side of the largest tree in the yard.)

10. Elias Falli stone
This vernacular stone is written in a mixture of English and old high German. It
reads:
[17]77 January 31
January 31, 1777
Elias Falli
Elias Falli
is aldt W old
was
88 Jar
88 years
ein m. und
one m[onth] and
19 d
19 d[ays] old)
Elias Falli, or Elias Valleau, as researchers who
visited the cemetery in 1910 believe the person
buried there actually spelled his name, was born
in 1688, the year of the Glorious Revolution,
when Parliament established its supremacy over
the King of England, and twelve years before
Blandina Bayard, the first European-American
settler, came to Mahwah. It is obvious that the
German settlers continued to use their native language long after they emigrated to Mahwah.

(Continue toward the highway and down the hill.
Find a group of stones surrounded by a pipe fence.)

11. Fox family plot
It was customary in nineteenth-century cemeteries to set off family plots
with fences. It is less common to see
them today, since unfortunately many
cemetery caretakers have removed
the fences to make it easier to mow
the grass. Look for the stone of
Catherine Hemmion, the wife of David
Fox. In the 1910 survey of the cemetery, this stone was already listed as
“broken.” When restoration work
began there were five large pieces.
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They have been reassembled, with the missing areas
replaced by a composite mix. Unfortunately, the date is missing, as it was in 1910. The stone had cracked once again and
with grant funding administered by Bergen County was
repaired in 2022.
Farther down the hill is the double stone of two infant daughters of David and Agnes Fox. It had become separated from
its base and cemetery records did not show its exact location
so it was attached to a base here in the Family plot. Does
Mary Ann have a footstone because she was named and her
sister was not, or has the other footstone been lost? Note how
the carver has contrasted the position of the roses on the top
of the stone.
Phillip Fox (or Vor, which means “fox” in Dutch) built a log
cabin in Suffern about the year 1700, and was Suffern's first
European settler. Fox Lane off
Franklin Turnpike near the
Suffern border recalls the contributions of the many members
of the Fox family to Mahwah and Suffern during the
years. The lane led to the Mountain View Hotel, run
by David Fox around the turn of this century.

(Look over the edge of the hill by the bottom part of the fence.)

12. Erosion
Since the cemetery is located on top of what is essentially a hill of sand, erosion
has been a major threat to the survival of the graves. When Moffatt Road was
paved and widened in 1922, and later when Route 17 was built and the service
station built, the sides of the hill were dug away. Some older residents have testified that bones and gravestones were carted away at the time of each excavation. Since that time, wind and water have cut away at the edges of the hill. Note
that the corner of the fence is missing
here. There was probably a corner marble
pillar installed when the fence was built. It
has been eroded away along with one or
more graves. Eagle Scout Scott Seibel
and members of Troop 258 constructed a
wall on the northwest side of the yard
along Moffatt Road. The wall is showing
its age and needs significant repair.
Much remains to be done to stabilize the
west side of the cemetery. The estimated
cost for the retaining wall is in excess of
$300,000. The Commission is beginning
the process of seeking funding from public grants and private sources and welcomes donations from the community.

(Step over the fence
toward the west.)
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13. Hemion family stones
Along with the Foxes, the Hemions were early settlers
in the Suffern, New York area, directly to the north of
Mahwah. In looking at the stones, note that the family
name is spelled differently, “Hemion” and
“Hemmion.” This was not unusual in the days when
literacy was not as widespread as it is today, and
before spelling was standardized.
The Ellen Hemion stone
was found during the
restoration lying flat and completely buried, about
twenty-five feet from here. Although we have no documentation to prove where it was located originally,
her stone has been placed between those of David
and David D. Hemion. She was the second wife of
David Hemion.
The David D. Hemion stone provides us with a mystery: There are two footstones. The smaller of the two
was broken off, but the base remained. The top portion was found at the foot of the hill to the west. The other stone is missing some
of its letters. Was it also “D.D.H”? If it was, why were there two?
The stone of Margaret Fox, wife of Jacob Hemion, was broken, snapped from its
foundation, and also expertly repaired by Robert Carpenter in 2021.

(Go to the right up the hill, to the left of the double tree.
Find a row of four stones.)

14. Earliest dated stone
The oldest stone that has a date on it is
the vernacular stone second from the
left. It is marked simply “P.B. 1745.” We
do not know who P.B. was. There is no
footstone to give us a hint as to whether
P.B. was an adult or a child. There may
be older stones in the yard but we have
no way to date them.

15. The Plight of the American Chestnut
The American Chestnut was at one time one of the dominant forest trees in the
eastern United States. It was used for furniture, musical instruments, caskets and
interior trim on houses. Tannin from the bark was used in
the leather industry and roasted chestnuts were a favorite
delicacy. About 1904 a blight fungus was introduced and
has come to be known as one of the greatest ecological disasters to strike the world’s forests in history. The chestnut
once thrived in this region and certainly grew in this cemetery. Today the chestnut is not considered extinct exactly, as
the roots of dead trunks still send off shoots, but these do
not survive. It is hoped that someday a blight resistant
strain may emerge to save this once noble tree. There may
be chestnut shoots in the yard – see if you can find one.
10

(Turn and walk back toward the stairs.)

Violet

Aster

Lily of the Valley

Native Geranium

16. Native plants
Many native plants flourish in the cemetery. There are several kinds of goldenrod, aster, solomon seal and various shrubs. For many years the cemetery was
neglected and many small trees grew up, cutting out the sun. Since the restoration, many of these trees have been removed. In the areas opened up, grass and
more flowers have grown in. In addition to numerous small shadbushes (see 1)
there are clumps of witchhazel, which bears yellow flowers in October or
November; Pink Azalia (or Pinxterbloom), which blooms in April or May; and low
bush blueberry.
Please respect the natural integrity of our historic cemetery by not picking, digging up or disturbing the plants.

(Go to the highest part of the hill, back in the direction of the stairs.)

17. Were there graves at the top of the hill?
Notice that there are very few stones in the highest part of the yard. Perhaps the
earliest burials took place there. The families knew who was buried where, but
the graves were unmarked or they may have been marked only with wooden
markers which have long since disappeared.
One of the many missing markers in the cemetery is the stone identifying the
grave of John Suffern which was still here in the 1970’s. The stone was marked,
“Here lyeth the body of John Suffern, son of John and Mary Suffern of New
Antrim, [who] was born the First day of February A.D. 1776. Departed this life the
15 of January 1777. Aged 11 Months and 15 Days.” He was fifteen days short of
his first birthday when he died. His father was the founder of the village originally
called New Antrim. When the railroad was built the village name was changed to
Suffern, in his honor. The parents are buried in the nearby Reformed Church
Cemetery.

(Find two rows of stones about forty feet west of the stairs.)

Shadbush

Low bush Blueberry

Witchhazel
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18. Row of stones
Even though this was not a highly organized cemetery, it was the custom to arrange burials in rows.
You can see them in various parts of the yard. Look
for the stone of Mary Broun. It reads:
Here
Lyes the bo
dy of Mary
Broun B+ March
the 12 1777 Died
October the 24 1793
She was only sixteen when she died.

(Look for a large broken-off stone behind Mary Broun
in the direction of the stairs.)

19. John Zuricher stone
A restoration effort in the late 1980’s
unearthed a hidden treasure. At the
time, only about two inches of the top
left-hand side of this stone was visible.
Excavation revealed the base of a large
stone, with just the name John
Zuricher, followed by the letter S. This
is an important find since, according to
historian Richard Welsh, John Zuricher
was the most important gravestone
carver in late eighteenth-century New
York. Zuricher's name is followed by the letter S, with the rest broken off. This
probably stands for “stone cutter,” the way Zuricher frequently signed his stones.
Starting in the late 1740’s, operating from a workshop on the Hudson River in
New York City, he carved red sandstone markers mostly decorated with skull or
angel designs. As of 1987, 173 of these stones had been found and identified,
mostly in Dutch Reformed graveyards in the Hudson River Valley. All but one of
the symbol-engraved stones in the Tappan, New York cemetery were by Zuricher,
and 60% of all stones in the Clarkstown, New York cemetery are Zuricher stones.
Since he was loyal to the Patriot cause during the Revolution, he fled the city during the British occupation and established himself at the home of his son
Lodwick, in Haverstraw, New York. All of the sixteen Zuricher stones done
between 1776 and 1778 were probably carved in Haverstraw. He died in 1784.
Who was buried here, we do not know.
Extensive probing failed to locate the
rest of the stone. An examination of the
1910 survey of grave markers here
reveals only a few stones of people who
died before 1778, the date of Zuricher's
last signed stone. It is possible that this
is the base of the lost stone of young
John Suffern, but people who remember seeing that stone in 1973 believe
12

that it was located at least twenty-five feet to the west, and was not broken off at
the base. (See 17 above) This is the only Zuricher stone yet found in this part of
Bergen County.

(Behind John Zuricher is a row of stones;
find the vernacular one with a curved front.)

20. Nicholas Maysinger
This stone illustrates the hazards of stone
carving. The carver evidently left out the letter
‘n’ in Maysinger. It
had to be inserted
later between and
above the ‘i’ and the
‘g’. In those days,
when only hand
tools were in use, it
was not uncommon
even for professional carvers to leave
out a letter and
insert it later. Sometime in the past 20 years
the stone has toppled over and is partly buried
in the ground and now resembles a stepping
stone. Please be careful not to step on it.

(Go to the left to a medium-sized tree.
Find two red sandstone stones.)

21. Ausband stone
Particularly interesting is the James Ausband stone. It was discovered in pieces,
perhaps broken by the growth of the tree. Since James was less than two years
old, his footstone is much too far from the headstone, but it was placed here during the restoration to protect it from further damage from the tree. One tiny fragment of the base of the stone, now buried under the ground level, contained the
sculptor’s price for carving this nice stone, $3

(Return to the stairs.)
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22. Plantings
As you leave the cemetery, note the plantings on the bank. The hill the
cemetery sits on is a drumlin, a loose pile of sand, silt and stones left
behind by receding glaciers at the end of the last Ice Age about 10,000
years ago. It is unstable, and community-spirited volunteers are attempting to prevent further erosion by planting ferns, native flowers and
shrubs on the hill. Because the cemetery has not been in use since the
1860’s, maintenance has often been neglected and is an ongoing need.
Before leaving, be sure to read the text of the historic marker on Moffatt
Road at the Route 17 end of the yard. It contains basic information about
the Moffatt Road Lutheran Cemetery.

Help Protect the Cemetery
Please pick up any trash you may find, and report any problems to the
Mahwah Historic Preservation Commission.
The HPC relies on volunteers to help maintain the cemetery and hosts
annual clean up and planting events.

To volunteer please contact:
Historic@MahwahTwp.org or call (201) 529 5757 x 271
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Robert Carpenter’s tools, used in the 2021 restoration of a stone previously
repaired with an experimental technique.

OUR THANKS
• Former Township Historian, the late John Bristow and his wife Nancy
Bristow, who developed this guide
• Former Mahwah Township Historian Janet Brown, former Bergen County
Historic Preservation Officer T. Robins Brown, and Lynette Strangstad of Stone
Faces, for their helpful comments in producing this brochure
• The Eagle Scouts and their fellow Boy Scouts who inventoried the stones
and have contributed retaining walls, cleanup, and other improvements over
the years
• Mahwah Historic Preservation Commission Chairs Anne Powley (2020 –
current), Debbie Grob (2018-2019), and Barbara Shanley (2007-2017) for their
stewardship
• Carol W. Greene (1983-1989), who initiated extensive gravestone restoration
• Marthajean Drago (1989-2006), who sponsored seminars on stone
conservation and, with the support of Mahwah Council member John Spiech
and the Township Council, secured funding for additional stone restorations by
Robert Carpenter
• The Township of Mahwah Public Works Department for their continued help
and support and for building the stairway
• Charles Anderson of the Historical Society, who designed the planting; and
to him and to the many other people who have donated plants and their labor
to help restore and maintain this historic site.
• Nancy Motto, local photographer, for her beautiful photos
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Please help support the care and maintenance of the
Old Lutheran Cemetery on Moffatt Road
with a donation to the

Mahwah Historic Preservation Commission
475 Corporate Drive, Mahwah, NJ 07430
T: (201) 529- 5757 x271,
E: Historic@MahwahTwp.org
Online at www.MahwahTwp.Org

And visit us on Facebook
@Mahwah Historic Preservation Commission

Restoration funding made possible in part through grant funds administered by the
Bergen County Division of Cultural and Historic Affairs, Department of Parks
through a General Operating Support grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission,
a division of the Department of State, in addition to a donation from the
Daughters of the American Revolution, Upper Saddle River chapter.

Contributions to help in the restoration work
at the cemetery will be gratefully received.
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