Township of Mahwah Combined Work Session and Public Meeting Minutes of 

May 13, 2010


TOWNSHIP OF MAHWAH

COMBINED WORK SESSION AND PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY,  MAY 13, 2010 
The meeting was called to order at 8:04PM by Council President DaPuzzo who read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement as prescribed by law.  Notice was advertised in The Record on  July 15, 2009 stating this meeting would be held in the Municipal Offices, 475 Corporate Drive, Mahwah, New Jersey on Thursday, May 13, 2010 at 8:00PM. 
The minutes of this meeting shall be available in the Municipal Clerk’s Office.  Notice of this meeting is posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board. 

Salute to the Flag.

Present:  Councilmembers Alderisio, DaPuzzo, DiGiulio, Kidd, Larson, Roth and Williams
Also present were Mayor Richard J. Martel, Business Administrator Brian Campion, Township Attroney Terry Paul Bottinelli, Township Engineer Kevin Boswell, Township Engineer’s Associate Michael Kelly, Township Utility Engineer Gerry Spiesbach and Municipal Clerk Kathrine G. Coletta
PUBLIC PORTION

On a motion by  Roth, seconded by Williams, the meeting was opened to the public at 8:05PM.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Mr. Dan Weixeldorfer of 256 Mountainview Drive referred to an article in the Suburban News on area towns and the amount of stipends the Township Council s receive.  He feels the position of Councilmember should be posted similar to a job opening.  He asked what the Council plans to do as the article states the Township Council receives the most benefits of all of the towns.

Kidd said he suggested about a year ago the Council cut their salaries by 10 to 20%.

Mr. John Spiech of 78 Island Road questioned why the flushing of the lines cannot be done in the evenings.  The Business Administrator answered some areas will be done in the evenings and others during the day.  He added the flushing is done during the day as doing the flushing in the evenings incurs overtime which is costly.

Mr. Peter Cassotis of East Mahwah Road has heard from several residents that on the top of Mahwah Road there is a problem with the water pressure.  DaPuzzo said a booster station is going to be installed which is scheduled to be completed in August.

Mr. Cassotis said the State met will be held at Ramapo College on June 12th and 13th. 
Mr. Ira Kaplan, new owner of The Mason Jar said he received a letter from the Township on a banner he had on his property.  He said as a small business it is a problem to advertise as advertising in a newspaper often runs $600. for an ad.  

Mr. William LaForet of 69 Armour Road congratulated those who won the election.  He thanked Kidd for his years of service on the Council.  He asked Kidd to resign from the Council to make room for Spiechl.  Kidd said he was happy to see Mr. LaForet displaying his American Flag properly at his business.  Mr. LaForet asked Mr. Kidd how he was not displaying the American flag properly.  Kidd said the flag was dragging on the ground.
Mr. Albert Kidd of 851 Darlington Avenue informed Council Mrs. Betty Heflin former Tax Collector of the Township passed away.

Mr. Kidd pointed out that in a 6 month period the cost of the revaluation went down $65,000.
Mr. Kidd asked if the Township Pool is self sustaining as he read in the newspaper the pool was $20,000 short last year.  Mr. Kidd asked if the membership fees covered the anticipated costs.  DaPuzzo answered he did not know.  Kidd asked how much the cost was for all of the capital projects done at the pool.  DaPuzzo answered he did not have the number.

Mr. Kidd said he read in the newspaper the Township will be patrolling I-287.  He questioned if the Township will receive payment for the services.  DaPuzzo said he did not know but he believed the Township could not bill the State for the services.
Mr. Kidd asked the amount of Township debt.  An answer of $32,387,000 was given.

Mr. Michael Beatrice of 1 Glenmere Terrace said the Township Council has a serious responsibility before them with regard to the School Budget and the reductions to be made to the budget while still providing a quality education.  He pointed out these decisions needed to be made before the terms of three Councilmembers expire on June 30th.  He also pointed out that Kidd has a unique perspective on budgets that was rejected by the voters.  Mr. Beatrice asked Kidd the question of whether or not he feels it is appropriate for him the participate in the discussions on the school budget.  He added  Kidd could resign so Council could appoint another individual to analyze the budget.  Kidd asked Mr. Beatrice who he is representing.  Mr. Beatrice answered his wife, the teachers he knows, the children of the Township and himself.  Kidd answered he will be sitting with the remainder of the Council for discussions on the school budget.  He feels it is an important for him to do this.
DaPuzzo announced at 8:00PM on Tuesday, May 18, 2010, the Council will hold a Special Meeting to discuss the School Budget.  The meeting will be held in the Senior Center.

On a motion by Larson, seconded by Alderisio, the meeting was closed to the public at 8:35PM.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS

Continuation of Grievance; Police Department

At the request of the Attorney for Officer Ali, this item was moved up on the Agenda.
On a motion by DiGiulio, seconded by Larson, Council approved sick leave from March 15, 2010 to the date of delivery of Officer’s Ali’s children:  Alderisio, yes; DiGiulio, yes; Kidd, yes; Larson, yes; Roth, yes; Williams, yes; DaPuzzo, yes.

RESOLUTION

Resolution #092-10 shall be attached to and made part of these Meeting Minutes. 

WORK SESSION

SUBMISSION OF BILLS AND CLAIMS

Any Councilmember with questions on the Bills and Claims was asked to confer with 

Administration prior to the Public Meeting.
ENGINEERING (Boswell McClave Engineering)
1a.
Pilot Corporation; 230 and 250 Route 17 South; Block 136, Lots 2 and 3; Request for Authorization to Execute Developer’s Agreement (Dkt. #21262-08 SP)
The Township Engineer’s Associate said this item is a recommendation to execute

the Developer’s Agreement.  The Developer has satisfied all the of requirements for 

approval. The Township Engineer’s Associate reported the Pre-Construction Meeting 
was held yesterday.  The current operation is scheduled to close a week from today and
the Developer will proceed with the demolition of the structures on the site.  DaPuzzo 

questioned if the company understands they are proceeding on their own peril.  The 

Township Engineer’s Associate said they do.  He said he made it clear to the Developer 

at the Pre-Construction Meeting.  DaPuzzo asked if anything is in writing.  
DiGiulio asked if the Council has to approve this Developer’s Agreement.  DaPuzzo 
answered he did not believe we could not approve the Developer’s Agreement unless we 
had grounds to do so.  He added that if the Applicant decides they want to continue at 
their own peril and the decision is overturned they would have to undo everything they 
did.

DiGiulio clarified her question and asked if Council approves the Developer’s Agreement 
are we saying we are in favor of the project.  DaPuzzo said no.  The Township Attorney 
added the Developer’s Agreement is before the Council for approval.  The Township 
Engineer’s Associate reinterated Pilot representatives were told at the Pre-Construction 
Meeting they were proceeding at their own risk.
Scott Carlson, Attorney for Pilot was present.

DiGiulio asked Mr. Carlson if the closing of the road going out the back and the

entrance going out to Route 17 have they been given DOT approval.  The Township 

Engineer’s Associate said all construction access will be from Route 17.  The Township 

Engineer’s Associate said one thing the Developer is looking to do at the onset of the 

construction is to install the 8 ft. fence along Ridge Road as required by the Zoning 

Board of Adjustment.  

DiGiulio asked if there will be a stacking lane on Route 17.  The Township Engineer’s 

Associate said when exiting the property the shoulder of Route 17 will be used.  He said 

application was made to the NJDOT for an advanced warning sign.  Mr. Carlson added 

they will be widening the should significantly in front of the Pilot property.  He added the 

access will be far superior to what is there today and meets the NJDOT standards.

Roth asked for an electronic copy of the Developer’s Agreement.  The Business 

Administrator said he shall take care of.

Resolution shall be voted on in the Public Meeting.

1b. 
Whitney Road LLC; 50 Whitney Road; Block 173, Lot 145; Request for Authorization to Release Maintenance Guarantee (Dkt. #475)
Resolution shall be voted on in the Public Meeting.
1c. 
Written  Status Report – May 2010

MA605: Bus Shelter – Franklin Turnpike and Miller Road Intersection -- Curbing and 
sidewalk work will be included in the Township’s Road Improvement Program.
MA1212:  2010 Road Improvement Program -- June 2, 2010 bids will be received.  
June 10, 2010 bids are scheduled to be awarded.   The Township Engineer’s Associate 
said at this point it appears they are $8,000. to $10,000. under their design budget.

MA980:  Masonicus Brook Stream Cleaning and Restoration of Winters Pond -- The 
Township Engineer’s Associate said they are working with Orange and Rockland and the 
Mosquito Commission on the plan for under the wires.  

Roth expressed displeasure with the project taking an absorbent amount of time to start.

DiGiulio asked on the Bus Shelter Project has the owner of the gas station has been 
notified.  The Business Administrator said a letter has been sent but he has not heard 
from the individual.   He added he shall follow up by going to the gas station in person.

DaPuzzo left the meeting at 8:55PM.  Roth took over the meeting.

ADMINISTRATION

4h. 
Temporary No Left Turn – Brakeshoe Place

The Business Administrator said there is construction underway now on Ramapo Valley
Road near the old Abex site.  He said the Police Department has requested a no left turn  
from Brakeshoe Place onto Route 202.

Resolution shall be voted on in the Public Meeting.

TOWNSHIP UTILITY ENGINEER (Malcolm Pirnie)
2a.
Written Progress Report – May 2010
Nilsen Booster Station:  site work is underway.  The station is under fabrication.  
Delivery of the station is expected the third week in June.  Completion expected in mid to 

late August.
Evaluating the potential change order for replacing of valves which will result in savings 

from reduced maintenance costs.
Ford Well Field: all permits have been received.  Working with Administration on the 
Bid Date.  Design documents are 99% complete.
Consumer Confidence Report:  draft has been given to Administration.  Document will 
be ready for distribution by the deadline.

LEGAL

3a. 
Formation of Economic Development Committee
The Township Attorney said Council has been provided with a draft resolution.  
DaPuzzo suggested the resolution remove the Council President as one of the members 

and have 3 members of the Council on the Committee.  

Council requested terms be listed for those on the Committee.  Suggestion was made for 

terms to be one year. 
Resolution shall be voted on in the Public Meeting.
ADMINISTRATION

4a.
Eagle Scout Charles Scully
4b. 
Eagle Scout Gregory P. Wetterau
Mayor shall read Proclamations for both individuals and Resolutions shall be voted on in 
the Public Meeting.
4c. 
Authorization to Award Bids 

1. 
MTB-10-06: Electrical Services


Item removed from Agenda by Administration.


2. 
MTB-10-08:  Laboratory Water Testing 


The Business Administrator said there is a recommendation to award the 
Bid to Garden State Laboratories.  The unit prices are similar to those 
from last year’s bid.


Resolution shall be voted on in the Public Meeting.
4d. 
Amendment to Temporary Budget

Resolution shall be voted on in the Public Meeting.
4e. 
Amendment; 2010 Budget

The Business Administrator said the Chief Financial Officer and himself have spoken 
with the Division of Community Affairs.   He said Budgets are on a three year cycle – 
years 1 and 2 the Township can do a self review and the third year the DCA does a full 
review.  The Business Administrator said the Township is in its third year so we are in 
review.  He was told by the Chief Financial Officer today that contact was made to the 

State and the Budget has been reviewed and is in satisfactory form.  The Amendment to 
the Budget was also reviewed and was approved.  One comment was made.  He said we
have a letter that the Library stating they will contribute $100,000.  However, the State 
Reviewer wants documentation that the State Librarian has approved the contribution as 
well.  Technically, the State does not want the Township to include the $100,000 
contribution in our State Revenue until the letter from the State Librarian is received.  
The recommendation from the State is to remove the $100,000. from the library and 
include $100,000. from the Cable Franchise Fee.
4f. 
Mayor’s Proclamation; Scleroderma Awareness Month – June 2010
Proclamation shall be read in the Public Meeting. 
4g.
Sanitary Sewer Fees; Discussion
The Business Administrator said he first spoke about this subject in April.  He said the 
rates have not been increased since 2004.  Recommendation is being made to increase the 
sewer fees. 
Kidd questioned if the 2 1/2 % wage increase will be included.  The Business 
Administrator explained this is a projection.
Ordinance shall be introduced in the Public Meeting.

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL and MUNICIPAL CLERK
5a.       Highlands/COAH Schedule
The Business Administrator said this item is informational.  He added when the Planner spoke to the Council it was expected in June that changes regarding COAH would be made by the Governor’s office under the State Legislature.  Those changes are still pending and it does not appear they will be resolved by June 8th.  He referred to the April 23, 2010 letter from the Highlands Council reminding the Township of the June 8th deadline.  
The second item is a memorandum from Burgis Associates dated May 7th that for the Township to continue in the process the Township Planning Board will be required to approve an amendment to the Master Plan specifically the Housing Plan Element.  He added the Planning Board will have to approve the amendment to the Master Plan at a Public Hearing.  The Public Hearing is May 24th.  He said assuming the Planning Board approves the amendment to the Master Plan regarding the Housing Plan Element, the Housing Plan Element will come to the Township Council.  The Township Council would adopt a Resolution endorsing the Housing Plan Element and send the Resolution to COAH and the Highlands Council, which would keep the Township in process of 
moving towards our substantive certification.  He pointed out anywhere along the process the Township has the option to opt out.  
DaPuzzo said May 24th is a Planning Board Meeting that any Councilmember may attend.

PUBLIC MEETING

APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS

On a motion by Roth, seconded by Larson, the Bills and Claims, previously signed, totaling $5,179,678.24 were approved.  Roll call vote: Alderisio, yes; DiGiulio, yes; Kidd, no; Larson, yes; Roth, yes; Williams, yes; DaPuzzo, yes.  A List of Bills and Claims is on file in the Municipal Clerk’s Office.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

On a motion by Roth, seconded by Larson, the Combined Work Session and Public Meeting Minutes of April 15, 2010 and the Combined Work Session and Public Meeting Minutes of April 29, 2010 were approved.  Roll call vote:  Alderisio, yes; DiGiulio, yes; Kidd, yes; Larson, yes; Roth, yes; Williams, yes; DaPuzzo, yes.
REPORTS OF TOWNSHIP COUNCIL and MUNICIPAL CLERK
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL;  COMMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES

Alderiso said he attended the Little League Parade.
Alderisio said he attended the Library Board Meeting.  He said the Board is in the 
process of interviewing for the Director’s position.   
DiGiulio said she attended the Little League Parade.  She was amazed at all of the 
children who are involved in sports.

Kidd said he has spoken to many residents who are moving out of town as their expenses 
are getting too high.  

Kidd said he noticed the Police Department has their sprinklers up and running.  He 
questioned why the grass is being watered now.  He feels it is a waste of resources.

Larson attended the Little League Parade.

Larson said the Mahwah High School Baseball Team won its first County game since 
1989.

Roth attended the Little League Parade.

Roth congratulated the winners of the election. 

Williams thanked everyone who supported him in the lection.

Williams said on Sunday he attended the Bergen County Championship for the High 
School Lacrosse Team.  He said the team won the championship.  He was impressed as a 
couple of years ago lacrosse was not a sport.  He added this would not have happened
without the support of the Township for the resources for sports.  Williams suggested the 
team be recognized.
DaPuzzo congratulated the High School LaCrosse Team.

DaPuzzo attended the Little League Parade.

DaPuzzo attended the Planning Board Meeting.  He said the Kayal Subdivision off of 
Wyckoff Avenue was approved.  He also said a 10 lot subdivision off of Masonicus Road 
called Chestnut Trees was approved.  Both developments have questions on the 

installation of the water lines.  He added at a future Council Meeting the installation of 

water and sewer lines in the Kayal Subdivision will be discussed.    

DaPuzzo thanked everyone for their support during the election.

REPORTS OF MAYOR AND BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
Mayor Martel congratulated the High School LaCrosse Team on a great win.
Mayor Martel said this morning he was in Princeton at the residence of the Governor.  All Mayors who signed onto the Governor’s 21/2% tax levy cap were invited.  Approximately 60 Mayors attended.  The Governor spoke for about a half an hour.  The Governor thanked all who signed onto his proposal.  The proposal has not yet been approved by the legislature.  The Mayor said, Mahwah, through his office, has signed on with the Governor’s proposal. 
MAYOR’S PROCLAMATIONS

Eagle Scout; Charles Scully
Eagle Scout; Gregory P. Wetterau
Scleroderma Awareness Month – June 2010
Mayor Martel waived the reading of the above three Proclamations.
PUBLIC PORTION

On a motion by Roth, seconded by Alderisio, the meeting was opened to the public at 9:53PM.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Mr. John Spiech of 78 Island Road suggested adding one member from the Chamber of Commerce to the Citizens Economic Development Committee.
Mr. Spiech asked if the water testing has been done on the Ramapo River where New Jersey and New York cross.
Mr. Spiech asked if bills for the Phase 5 Sewer Project have been mailed.  The Business Administrator said the Assessment Committee has a Preliminary Report.  The Committee 
will be going to do the site visits.  Thereafter a recommendation will be made to the Council.

Mr. Albert Kidd of 851 Darlington Avenue questioned the amount of $175,000 being spent on Winters Pond.  He recalls hearing a lesser amount.  

Mr. Kidd referred to an article in the newspaper today and questioned if the state contributes money to the library.  Mr. John Spiech in the audience answered yes.  Mr. Kidd questioned the amount.  The Mayor answered $25,000.  

Mr. William Savino of 73 Beveridge Road asked about Item 5a. (Highalnds Council/COAH) on tonight’s agenda.  DaPuzzo said on May 24th there will be a presentation at the Planning Board Meeting by the Planner for a modification to the Township’s Fair Housing Element.  
Mr. Albert Kidd asked about what the status is on the renovations to the library.  Alderisio answered the construction has been stopped.

Mr. Robert Hermansen of 6 Meester Street reported that one of the resolutions passed at the County was to do paving in the area of Harvin Place on Wyckoff Avenue.  He will advise the Township of the date when the paving will start when it is determined.
Mr. Hermansen said he received an email on the Mosquito Commission.  He will contact the Commission tomorrow and advise the Township.

On a motion by Roth, seconded by Alderisio, the meeting was closed to the public at 10:10PM.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE – INTRODUCTION

The title of an Ordinance was read as follows:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.7.21 OF THE CODE OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF MAHWAH ENTITLED “SEWER USER CHARGE SYSTEM”
RESOLUTION – ORDINANCE NO. 1671

Introduced by DiGiulio, seconded by Alderisio.

RESOLVED that the ordinance be passed and adopted on first reading.

FURTHER RESOLVED that said ordinance be considered for final passage at a 

meeting to be held on May 27, 2010 at the Municipal Offices, 475 Corporate Drive, 

Mahwah, New Jersey at 8:00PM.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk shall publish said ordinance with 

notice of introduction, passage and time and place where said ordinance will be 

considered for final passage.

Roll call vote:  Alderisio, yes; DiGiulio, yes; Kidd, no; Larson, yes; Roth, yes; Williams, 

yes; DaPuzzo, yes.

RESOLUTION

See Resolution #083-10, attached to and made part of these Meeting Minutes.
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARINGS
The title of an Ordinance was read as follows:

CALENDAR YEAR 2010 – ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(NJSA 40a: 4-45.14)
On a motion by Roth, seconded by Williams, the meeting was opened to the public.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried.

On a motion by Roth, seconded by Williams, the meeting was closed to the public.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried.

On a motion by Larson, seconded by Roth, the following resolution was passed and 

adopted:

RESOLUTION – ORDINANCE NO. 1667

RESOLVED that the ordinance be passed and adopted on second reading and the 

Municipal Clerk is authorized to advertise by title only as having been finally adopted, as 

required by law.

Roll call vote:  Alderisio, yes; DiGiulio, yes; Kidd, no; Larson, yes; Roth, yes; Williams, 

yes; DaPuzzo, yes.

                                                                    *    *    *
The title of an Ordinance was read as follows:

2010 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
On a motion by Alderisio, seconded by Larson, the meeting was opened to the public.  

All in favor.  Motion carried.
Mr. Albert Kidd of 851 Darlington Avenue feels the Council has the wrong approach.  

He feels more should be cut from the Budget.

On a motion by Roth, seconded by Williams the meeting was closed to the public.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried.
On a motion by Roth, seconded by Williams, adoption of Ordinance No. 1668 shall be 

continued at the Combined Work Session and Public Meeting of May 27, 2010. All in 

favor.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION

See Resolution #084-10, attached to and made part of these Meeting Minutes. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Resolutions #085-10 through 088-10, 090-10, 091-10, 093-10 and 094-10 were voted on 

under the Consent Agenda.  Resolutions are attached to and made part of these Meeting 

Minutes.
Resolution #089-10 was removed from the Agenda.

NEW BUSINESS
DaPuzzo reminded everyone the Fishing Contest at Silver Creek is on May 29th and the Memorial Day Parade is on May 31st.
The Business Administrator referred to a letter received from the Borough of Ramsey on an application before their Zoning Board of Adjustment to approval a multi-element recreation facility on the property near Home Depot.  He said he went to the Borough of Ramsey to see the plans which were not available.  He said he is referring this matter to the Department of Law.
CLOSED SESSION

Monthly Litigation Report – May 2010

Council did not go into Closed Session.
On a motion by Roth, seconded by Alderisio, the meeting was adjourned at 10:26PM.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathrine G. Coletta, RMC/CMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk
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