TOWNSHIP OF MAHWAH     PRIVATE 

                          BOARD OF HEALTH                   

 MINUTES

APRIL 13,2010
The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board of Health of the Township of Mahwah, held at the Municipal Offices, 475 Corporate Drive, Mahwah, New Jersey, was called to order at 7:30 PM by President, Sydney Harris.  The Opening Statement was read according to the Sunshine Law and was followed by Roll Call.
PRESENT:  

 Mr. Harris



 Mrs. Spiech



 Mrs. DeSilva




 Mr. LaMontagne 



 Mr. Wasson




 Dr. Welch

ABSENT:

 Mr. Ackerman
PROFESSIONALS:
 Mr. Mason, Attorney




 Mrs. Musella, Health Officer
                Mrs. Campbell, Secretary




 Mr. Maas, REHS




 Mr. Grotheer, REHS




 Mrs. Joanne Wendolowski, RN  (8:15pm)
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Moved by Mrs. DeSilva and, seconded by Mrs. Spiech and unanimously agreed by all present to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 9, 2010.  

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH HEALTH ACTIVITIES REPORT
Moved by Mr. Wasson and, seconded by Mr. LaMontagne to approve the Health Activities Report for March 2010. 

Mrs. Desilva queried why Sonny & Tony’s and Mahwah Pizza and Pasta were asked to close.   Mrs. Musella explained that an extended power outage had taken place in the Ramapo Centre vicinity.  Most of the 
-2-

establishments had closed voluntarily – the two in question were still operating 15 hours into the blackout and had to be convinced to close.  
Mr. Harris requested what condition required five spot checks at Fardale Deli and Mini-Mart.  Mr. Grotheer responded that general maintenance issues (cleaning of walls, ceilings and floors, and removal of debris outside the establishment) were noted by Mr. Maas on initial inspection.  The violations were not critical to food safety (i.e. sanitation of food contact surfaces and cutting equipment) so the deli was allowed additional time for maintenance.  Mr. Grotheer feels that spot checks are an efficient way to ensure compliance and to reinforce educational points. 
Mr. Harris then inquired about two pre-operational inspections made at Mahwah Bagel and Gourmet on the same day.  Mr. Grotheer explained that the second inspection was made in the evening after power had been restored. 
Mr. LaMontagne inquired about inspection protocol when a generator was on premises.  Mr. Grotheer stated that an onsite generator should kick in immediately thereby ensuring proper temperatures were maintained.  Food in establishments that have to go procure a generator may already have been compromised.  In either case, inspections would center on food temperatures.     

Mrs. Musella noted that it is the owners’ responsibility for food safety and they cannot defer action until Health Department personnel arrive.  The establishment in fact, is charged with notifying us when hazardous conditions first arise.  This point is stressed in our food handler’s course.  Additionally, a food safety fax sheet was prepared and distributed to each of the establishments during their pre-op inspections the evening that power was restored.  
Mrs. DeSilva was unclear as to why a private pool was sent an abatement notice.  Mrs. Campbell explained that the Department had received a complaint about potential mosquito harborage in a pool that was allegedly not being maintained by the owner.  An inspection confirmed the complaint was valid and the owner was notified to correct the situation.   
There being no further questions or discussion, the Health Activities Report for March was unanimously approved.
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HEALTH OFFICER’S REPORT FOR MARCH
Moved by Mrs. Spiech, and seconded by Mrs. DeSilva to approve the Health Officer’s Report for March.

Mr. Wasson requested additional information on the Cultural Competency classes Mrs. Musella had directed the staff to take.  Mrs. Musella explained that this training is now required for all Health Department staff, not just the inspectors and field personnel.   The courses are provided free of charge, and are available online.
Mrs. Musella also reported that we have had such positive response to our food handler’s course that a second course has been scheduled for May 17th.       
There being no further questions or discussion, the Health Officer’s Report for March was unanimously approved. 

BILLS
Moved by Mr. Wasson and, seconded by Mr. LaMontagne and, unanimously approved by all present to pay the bills for March. 
REPORT OF ATTORNEY
Mr. Mason reported that he had been in contact with both Mr. Mulvey (Property Maintenance Inspector) and Mr. Cascio (Zoning Board Attorney) regarding the DeMarino rooster application.   Mr. DeMarino did in fact, appear before the Zoning Board on April 7th.   As a result of that meeting, Mr. Cascio has requested that a representative from the Health Department attend the next hearing (scheduled for May 19th) to provide testimony. 

At Mr. Cascio’s request, Mr. Mason had also provided a copy of the new fowl ordinance and the ordinance immediately preceeding.  

On a motion by Mrs. Spiech, seconded by Mrs. DeSilva, and unanimously agreed by all present that Mr. Mason and at least one member of the Department attend the Zoning Meeting on May 19th. 
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Mr. Mason will confirm directly to Mr. Cascio that he will be in attendance and also request specifics regarding the information they are seeking, so as to be fully prepared.  

CORRESPONDENCE
3/25/2010  Memo From:  Angela Musella  To: Mayor Martel

In support of proposed 2010 Health Department budget
4/12/2010  Memo From: Pat Puorro  To: Angela Musella 
Request from the Zoning Board’s Administrative Officer for copies of Health Department records pertaining to the DeMarino rooster application and requesting that a representative of the Department attend the May 19th hearing.  
2009 Annual Report from HARP
Mrs. Wendolowski of HARP answered general questions in regard to the annual report and touched on the following points:
1) There has been a significant increase in cases of Lyme disease. HARP prepared a press release regarding Lyme for inclusion in the Township’s spring newsletter.  They will also be making a presentation on Lyme and other tick-borne diseases at the Mahwah Public Library the evening of May 19th.  
2) In 2009, Chicken pox became a reportable disease; despite availability of the vaccine, cases are still presenting.  Mr. LaMontagne inquired if shingles and chicken pox were caused by the same virus.   Mrs. Wendolowski said same virus; different expressions of the disease.  After a person recovers from chicken pox, the virus can remain dormant in nerve-roots. It may express itself in times of physical or emotional stress when the immune system is compromised.  Shingles is not a reportable disease; it is not as readily communicable as chicken pox.  Mrs. Spiech inquired about efficacy of the vaccine.  Mrs. Wendolowski reported that it is very effective, but it is also very expensive, and not covered under Medicare Part B.    
3) Childcare centers are not always as knowledgeable about vaccine requirements as they should be.  She expects that issues with their immunization audits may increase in 2010 as the State has eliminated the Childcare Health Consultant’s position.  This county level position served as a liaison between the State and the centers. 
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4) Mrs. Wendolowski noted that she has submitted an application on behalf of the Township to procure free vaccine through an American Recovery and Reinvestment Act program.   The program would enable us to provide free immunizations (Tdap, Pneumococcal, Zostavax and Gardasil) to populations who exceed VFC guidelines.  Mahwah’s application has advanced to the second round of approval.  

There being no further questions or discussion, a motion to adjourn at 8:35pm was made by Mrs. DeSilva, seconded by Mr. LaMontagne and unanimously agreed by all present.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2010 at 7:30pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marianne Campbell

Secretary






